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Background 
The draft HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture includes a wish to detail out what is 

considered to be BAT and BEP. CCB organized an international event in Stockholm 11-12th November meant 

to add to that discussion and bring in perspectives on land based systems both from the Baltic Sea region as 

well as externally (from North America). 

The two-day event focused on options for land based aquaculture and mostly systems that in various ways 

include a recirculation system. The main objective was to highlight that such systems are not the future 

solutions but that they are already here and produce fish now. Key questions asked were about 

environmental benefits, costs and technical challenges of land based systems and also the difficulties of 

producers to reach the market and sell their products for a good price. 

The audience of around 100 participants from industry, government, research and NGOs listened and 

discussed options, challenges and solutions and some key findings can be concluded: 

1. Land based systems, although advanced, do not have any major difficulties today and the technology 

is mature 

2. The costs of land based systems are dropping and are almost at par with conventional open cage 

systems, and if including all costs from farm to table 

3. Almost all the environmental problems linked to aquaculture are addressed in closed land based 

systems, i.e. alien species; spreading of pollutants/medicine/disease; nutrients losses 

4. Regardless of system used, feed based on wild fish remains a problem to be solved but there are 

options in new feeds and also new species 

5. Markets and price are major challenges for land based systems that can deliver fresh fish all year. 

Consumers must be ready to pay a price for sustainable production. 

6. Organic labeling is not possible under current EU rules but options are explored by independent 

certifier 

7. Some retailers need, if not require labels to clarify traceability and trust in fish products but more or 

new labels can also be confusing 

8. EC calls for nutrient neutral systems or closed systems for in the Baltic Sea region (see the draft of 

the Guidance document on the application of the WFD and the MSFD in relation to aquaculture). 

Seminar presentations will be made available online at CCB website prior to FISH 3-2015 meeting. 

Action required 
Based on the above information, the meeting is invited to further the discussion of BAT and BEP and set a 

roadmap with clear objectives and timelines.  

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/a1ab5f0f-7693-4975-bf0e-8aef929a1daa/MSCG_17-2015-11_Draft_Guidance_Aquaculture.doc
http://www.ccb.se/

